The Coming Civilization
that men are able to think rationally, that soine
theories can be adjudged as more true and accurate
than others, and therefore that their own theories
are false.
How far the Materialist Doctrine is True
This contradiction is so obvious that you may be
tempted to imagine that these materialist dogmas
are the result of the kind of madness which the gods
were supposed to inflict on men when they wanted
to destroy them.
Anyhow, you will probably agree that this kind
of teaching is much more a symptom of our dying
civilization than of the civilization which is on the
threshold of birth. It reflects intellectual decadence
rather than the intellectual inspiration which should
precede the dawn of a new order. It suggests the last
pages of an old chapter rather than the first para-
graphs of a new.
But we shall make a great mistake if we jump to
the conclusion that these kind of materialists are
mad. They are quite serious and intelligent men.
And they are propounding something which contains
a good deal of truth. For events and environment
and bodily conditions affect our thoughts, but they
do not create them.
/ Suppose that someone shuts you up in a cupboard
and starves you for forty-eight hours. At the end of
that time the unpleasant economic situation in which
you will find yourself will certainly influence your
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